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NZ Xmas Bells & Peruvian Lillies keep 
down couch in palm tree areas

Wooden louvers on pergola (wooden 
cooler than shade cloth)

NOTES ON HOUSE DESIGN FEATURES
House keeps an optimum temperature of 210C all year round. House is cooler mid Summer when sun is going directly overhead, than in Spring/Autumn when sun is still at an angle. At these times open doors for 
through ventilation. Convair 2000 air conditioner sufficient to cool living area with aid of fan. 

Rubber backed carpet installed. 

4o pitch roof solar hot water heater No need for solar hot water booster. 

No heating required in winter. No heating required in winter as walls are steel framed, sealed with sizalation paper, glued airtight, lined with polystyrene and wool bats and sealed again with sizalation inside then 
covered with waferweld panelling. The ceiling is lined with polystyrene wafer or straw .

Solar ventilators open over 24o on roof. Whirly ventilators around patios and grape vine patio.Air vents have to be covered in winter to prevent neighbour’s wood fire smoke from suffocating us. This does present a 
problem while cooking in kitchen in winter.

Ventilating skylights with velcro covers of both shade cloth and plastic options in all rooms. Skylights also light interior of house at night from street lights.

All curtains on glass doors and windows go right to ceiling and are backed with layers of heavy plastic curtains, a 20% heat loss or gain.

Capola ventilators on roof for central 
kitchen

Shade all around house

Coco palm trees keep frost off vegies in 
winter and give good shade for garden 
and cars in summer.

NZ Xmas Bells keep out couch. Flower 1st Nov-end Dec. 
Red, green, black and gold flowers for Xmas decorations. 
Flowers are long lasting when cut.

No dig gardens

Sand filled milk bottles on spikes retain 
water for hot part of day – helps 
tomatoes in summer. All connected to 
dripper lines.

Entire garden on auto timers inline subsoil drippers. Use on-site worm farms and chicken droppings for fertilizer. All washing machine water goes on garden. Plastic liner 
under Hen House to collect droppings for use when needed.

6 square metre perspex roof 
allows winter sun to warm house 
and concrete slab

Hydroponic unit run by pond 
pump with timer

Winter time frost prevented by sails, 
resulting in an even ground 
temperature all year round. In 
summer shade cloth sails catch wind 
and deflect into yard for cooling 
breeze.

Sustainable Garden Design Features – Ptilotus Crescent, Alice Springs

Fig 
tree

Grapevine on pergola 
– large crop. Chooks 
keep grapevine grubs 
under control

Clincer brick 
temperature wall centre 
of the houses.

Bamboo fence screening over 
iron fencing prevents heat from 
the iron fencing, heating yard 
and wind. Also prevents 
moisture loss in area.

Chook run

Passionfruit over chook yard and 
fruit trees in chook run


