
A joint venture of Cameco Australia and Perth-based 

Paladin Energy Ltd has applied for an exploration 
licence over the Angela and Pamela uranium deposits, 
about 25 kilometres south of Alice Springs, just below 

the Brewer Industrial Estate.

We are listening to the community.  We know people 

have questions about water, dust, radiation, and how 

big the mine will be. Before we do any mining, we will 

answer all these questions.

Over the next few years, we will be doing studies on 

things like water, plants and animals, dust, air quality, 

heritage, radiation and the best mining method.   We will 

share the results of these studies with the community 

before we ask the government for permission to do any 

mining.

For more information on uranium mining, go to:         w w w. a u a . o rg . a u       w w w. c a m e c o . c o m
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When will the mine start?   
Not for several years, if it even goes ahead.  
There is a lot of work to be done first.  Once the 
exploration licence is granted in July there will 
be environmental, cultural and heritage studies 
and aerial surveys, then about four years of 
drilling, tests, design work and internal feasibility 
studies.  If we think it’s worth going ahead, we 
would then apply for a mining lease and do more 
detailed environmental and social impact studies 
to satisfy the Government and community that we 
understand and can deal with all impacts.
Where is the mine?   
Most of the lease is on the Owen Springs pastoral 
property owned by the NT Government.  A small 
section crosses the Finke Desert and Old Ghan 
tracks and takes in a small corner of Undoolya 
Station.  We are talking to the Finke and Ghan 
committees about how we manage this.
Will it impact on our water?   
Uranium occurs naturally in the Alice Springs 
region.  It has been there for millions of years and 
hasn’t affected the Alice Springs water supply.  We 
don’t believe exploration and mining at  
Angela-Pamela will have any impact on the aquifer 
but we will do research to make sure.  The Brewer 
Estate was built south of the town, as it’s over dry 
rocks   and not near the water table.   
In fact, that’s why it was put there, so if there are 
any industrial spills the water won’t be affected.  
The Angela-Pamela deposits are even further 
south.  Water needed for mining could be piped 
from brackish parts of the water table that are 
not suitable for drinking water or horticulture or 
somewhere else entirely.  Again, we will have to 
do studies to ensure there is no impact on the 
Mereenie Aquifer.
How will the uranium be dug out? 
 We have to do studies to decide the best mining 
method.  It  could be a small open pit, then an 
underground mine sloping down to the west.  We 
don’t plan to use in situ recovery (where a mild 
acid solution is circulated through the ore body to 
dissolve the uranium) because the geology of the 
deposits isn’t suitable for this method.  
Will there be radioactive dust?  
These days, mines use dust suppression 
techniques.  So while we can’t stop dust storms, 
we can minimise the dust generated by our 
activities.  We will conduct air quality monitoring to 
check this.

Will the Pamela radiation be dangerous?  
The amount of radiation in a low grade uranium 
deposit like Angela is relatively low.  Even ‘yellow 
cake’ has quite low levels of radiation.  It is only 
when the ‘yellowcake’ is converted for use in 
overseas nuclear reactors that it becomes more 
radioactive and appropriate measures are then put 
in place to handle it safely.  Radiation management 
measures will be incorporated in the mining, 
processing and transport of product.
What is radiation?  
Radiation is a type of energy.  It comes from 
the sun every day.  It is in everything around us, 
including soil, air, and water. But it’s important to 
manage the dose to protect us from harmful large 
doses, just as we take measures to avoid getting 
sunburnt.  In the same way, people who work with 
radiation, such as doctors, dentists, and mine 
workers, are regularly monitored to limit their 
exposure to safe levels.
What about Maralinga and Chernobyl, how can 
we trust uranium miners?   
First, these things didn’t involve mining.  Second, 
we all know poor practices have occurred 
historically in many industries.  Times have 
changed.  Companies are better informed and use 
better practices, governments are stricter, and 
the community is better educated and has high 
expectations of mining companies.  
How many jobs will there be?  
The mine is likely to employ about 200 people, 
with more during construction.  They will be 
encouraged to live locally, with an emphasis on 
local jobs, training (particularly of Indigenous 
people) and services.  Cameco will open an office 
in Alice Springs soon.
What is the uranium used for?  
Cameco and Paladin export uranium only for 
peaceful purposes, mainly power plants in western 
countries.  Every pound of uranium is monitored to 
ensure it is used for peaceful purposes.
Why is uranium described as ‘clean fuel’? 
Uranium is increasingly being seen as a cleaner 
energy source because people are worried about 
the impacts of climate change.  By using nuclear 
power, the world can cut its greenhouse gas 
emissions from fossil fuels until we work out how 
to generate more energy from renewable sources 
such as wind and solar.
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Contact Cameco:
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email: info@cameco.com.au


